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Political System of Great Britain

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a constitutional monarchy.
It means that the sovereign reigns but does not rule. Britain does not have a written constitution,
but a set of laws.

Parliament is the most important authority in Britain. Technically Parliament is made up
of three parts: the Monarch, the House of Lords; and the House of Commons. In reality the
House of Commons is the only one of the three which has true power. The monarch serves
formally as head of state. But the monarch is expected to be politically neutral and should not
make political decisions.

The House of Commons consists of Members of Parliament. There are 650 of them in the
House of Commons. They are elected by secret ballot. General elections are held every five
years. The country is divided into 650 constituencies. All citizens, aged 18 and registered in a
constituency, have the right to vote.

There are few political parties in Britain thanks to the British electoral system. The main
ones are: the Conservative Party, the Labour Party and the Liberal / Social Democratic Alliance.
Each political party puts up one candidate for each constituency. The one who wins the most
votes is elected MP for that area.

The party which wins the most seats in Parliament forms the Government. Its leader
becomes the Prime Minister. His first job is to choose his Cabinet. The Prime Minister usually
takes policy decisions with the agreement of the Cabinet.

The functions of the House of Commons are and scrutiny of government activities. The
House of Commons is presided over by the Speaker. The Speaker is appointed by the
Government.

The House of Lords comprises about 1,200 peers. It is presided by the Lord Chancellor.
The House of Lords has no real power. It acts rather as an advisory council.

It's in the House of Commons that new bills are introduced and debated. If the majority of
the members are in favour of a bill, it goes to the House of Lords to be debated. The House of
Lords has the right to reject a new bill twice. But after two rejections they are obliged to accept
it. And finally a bill goes to the monarch to be signed. Only then it becomes a law.

Parliament is responsible for British national policy. Local governments are responsible
for organizing of education, police and many others.
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Scrutiny — nposepka, HCCIEOBaHUE
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This bookcase is (more beautiful, the most beautiful) than that one. -
Do you feel (better, the best) today than yesterday? |

I think my cat is (prettier, the prettiest) of all the cats in the world. —
Steve Jobs is (more famous, famouser) than Stephen Wozniak. 4
This week the weather is (hotter, more hot) than last week.

10. Our new house is (more expensive, expensiver) than the old one. —
11. Girls are usually (cleaner, more clean) than boys.

12. Chemistry was (harder, the hardest) subject at school. —
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This is (more delicious, the most delicious) cheese-cake I have ever had! |
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1. This is Mrs Tompson. And this is /¢rson.

This is Mr Cherry. And this is /¢ sister. -

My name is Aly. And these are /g parents. —

These are Mike and Bill. And these are t//g//brothers -
This is my dog. And this is /£S bone.

These are cats. And these are _zjgg,kittens. <

This is Alice. And this is /43 doll. -

We are sisters. This is ¢« mother. ol
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